
Dear Parents and Staff, 
 
The safety of all Jacksonville High School students and staff is of great importance. We continue to 
evaluate our emergency preparedness plans to ensure procedures are in place so students and staff 
know how to respond to various situations that may occur at school.  
 
Currently, all Jacksonville schools conduct safety drills such as fire, tornado and earthquake. This 
school year we are adding Intruder drills to our safety plans. Intruder drills are a type of lockdown 
that would be implemented in the event a potentially dangerous or unauthorized individual enters 
one of our schools. It is important to practice these drills so if there were ever a need to go into the 
lockdown mode, safety procedures would be followed to quickly protect our students and staff.  The 
District is pleased to have the partnership between Jacksonville School District and the Jacksonville 
Police Department to provide Active Shooter and Intruder Response Training for our staff (beginning 
last school year) and our students (beginning this fall).   The training is an options-based emergency 
response program. The training program for our District employees included lecture and discussion, 
followed by hands-on training that provided staff with effective responses to active intruder 
situations. They will continue to receive this training throughout the upcoming school year. We will 
also be training the students throughout the 2017-2018 school year. Students will be educated 
through lecture and discussion, followed by scenario based training. It is important that students 
attend school on these training days, so they are aware of the new drill expectations. We believe this 
training will significantly enhance our level of emergency preparedness and will provide everyone in 
our schools with enhanced skills to keep students and staff safe. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the lockdown training program and what it means for our 
staff and students, I encourage you to attend the Crimson Community Connection meeting on 
September 18, 2017 at Jacksonville High School. School Resource Officer Craig Wright and School 
Resource Officer Tino Vasquez will be on hand to provide an overview of the training program and 
respond to any questions you may have. 


